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Wel cone to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wrap-up fromthe U S.
Envi ronment al Protection Agency’s Region 3 mid-Atlantic office
in Philadelphia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard
copy or on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly
by e-mail, do the follow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver@ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the nessage:
subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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RESTON, VA STREAM SPARED W TH QUI CK O L SPILL RESPONSE

EPA enmergency responders were dispatched to an oil spill at a
USGS facility in Reston, Va. on January 29 to address a

15, 700-gal l on fuel oil spill. The fuel was being transferred
to a storage tank that was thought to be enpty, but was
actually full. A nearby drainage way that feeds to Sugarl and
Run and eventually the Potomac River was i medi ately booned
of f, preventing the fuel oil fromescaping into the tributary.
The follow ng day, USGS contractors had recovered about 5,000
gallons of the fuel. The EPA issued a Clean Water Act order
to the USGS to conplete the cleanup. The Virginia Departnment
of Environmental Quality will oversee the work.

PESTI CI DE | MPORT HELD UP, HEARI NG PENDI NG

Dragon Corp. of Roanoke, Va. was issued a Notice of Detention
and Hearing on January 26, regarding its Dragon One Percent
Rot enone Dust. The notice detains the pesticide with U. S.
Custonms and allows the conpany a hearing on the refused entry.
The notice was issued because the pesticide had no | abeling,



whi ch woul d detail contents, emergency instructions and
war ni ng statenents. The conpany also failed to submt
notification of the shipnment prior to arrival.

VANGUARD BECOMES ENERGY STAR COWMPANY

On January 30, Vanguard joined nore than 490 ot her

Pennsyl vani a partners and nore than 3,000 region w de as a
voluntary participant in the Energy Star Buil dings Program
The conpany commtted its nearly two mllion square feet of
canpus space to energy efficient upgrades. These upgrades w ||
result in the reduction of 20,000,000 pounds of carbon

di oxi de, 85 tons of sul fur dioxide, and 37 tons of nitrogen
oxi des. The resulting energy savings equates to planting
3,900 acres of trees and renoving 2,000 cars fromthe roads.

FRESHWATER FLOW | NTO CHESAPEAKE LOW I N 2000

The annual nean freshwater flow to the Chesapeake Bay during
2000 was 16 percent below the | ong-term average. An unusually
dry autumm resulted in | ower yearly average streamflow into
the Bay. River flow, also called freshwater flow, depends on
ground water and precipitation. Freshwater flows affect Bay
water quality because they influence circulation, salinity,
nutrient |oads, and dissolved oxygen levels, and indirectly
affect finfish and shellfish populations. Lowflow conditions
can result in higher salinity levels in the Bay. The higher
salinity waters may cause oysters to suffer. In years with | ow
fl ow, average sedinent and nutrient |oads to the Bay and ti dal
tributaries may be decreased. This is considered benefici al
since increased anmpbunts of sedinments and nutrients can lead to
poor water quality conditions for many of the Bay's living
resources.

WETLANDS M Tl GATI ON BANK PROPOSED FOR SUSSEX COUNTY, DE

On January 30, EPA net with several business partners who are
proposing to build a private wetland mtigation bank in Sussex
County, Del.-- the first mtigation bank in Delaware. The
proposed project |location is a 150-acre agricultural field
that is currently being used as a borrow pit. It is adjacent
to the Del aware Solid Waste Managenent Authority’ Sussex
County landfill. The banking proposal would create a

conbi nati on of forested and energent wetlands to offset

i npacts from devel opment projects in Sussex County. EPA would
need to review technical feasibility of the project, including
data on hydrol ogy, soils, and vegetation, plus arrangenents



for long-term stewardship of the site.

WEST PO NT, PA COATI NGS COMPANY CI TED FOR WASTE

On February 2, the EPA announced that Berw nd Pharnmaceuti cal
Services Inc. will pay a $14,943 penalty for allegedly

viol ati ng federal hazardous waste |laws at its Col orcon
facility |l ocated in West Point, Pennsylvania. The all eged
viol ations were di scovered during an EPA inspection of the
Mont gonmery County facility. Berw nd devel ops coati ng systens
for the pharmaceutical and food industries and manufacturers
i nks and coatings for medications.

ALLEGED ASBESTOS VI OLATORS FI NED

An adm nistrative |aw judge has ruled that Ohio Valley

| nsul ati ng Conpany vi ol ated federal asbestos regul ations
during a 1996 renovation at the Century Alumnummll in
Ravenswood, WVa. Adm nistrative Law Judge Carl C. Charneski
found the asbestos renmoval contractor liable for a $20, 000
penalty under the Clean Air Act. Also, Eagle Industrial

Hygi ene Association Inc. of Horsham Pa. has agreed to pay a
$9, 000 penalty to settle alleged violations of federal
asbestos regul ations during a renovation at the G C. Mirphy
Departnent Store in Manao, Pa.
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